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The  antecedents  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  can  be  traced 
directly  to  an  act  of  April  25,  1812  (2  Stat.  716),  which  established  the 
General  Land  Office  as  an  agency  of  the  Treasury  Department.  It  was  the 
duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  "superintend, 
execute,  and  perform,  all  such  acts  and  things,  touching  or  respecting 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,..."  that  were  formerly  done  by  the 
departments  of  State,  War,  and  Treasury. 

Because  the  receipt  of  revenues  from  land  sales  was  originally  a 
primary  concern  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  the  General  Land 
Office  remained  a  part  of  the  Treasury  Department  until  1849,  when  it  was 
made  a  part  of  the  new  Department  of  the  Interior.  In  1946,  the  General 
Land  Office  and  the  Grazing  Service  were  combined  to  form  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  which  has  remained  within  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
to  the  present. 

Much  of  the  country's  basic  land  policy  can  be  traced  to  the  Con¬ 
federation  period.  The  ordinance  of  May  20,  1785,  expressed  the  policy 
that  the  public  lands  were  to  be  described  with  reference  to  a  rectangu¬ 
lar  survey  system.  Also  authorized  in  1785  was  the  appointment  of  a 
surveyor  for  each  state.  These  officials  were  to  be  supervised  by  the 
Geographer  of  the  United  States,  an  office  dating  from  the  early  days  of 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

An  act  of  May  18,  1796  (1  Stat.  464),  replaced  the  Geographer  with  a 
Surveyor  General  who  was  to  hire  deputy  surveyors  to  survey  the  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  River.  As  the  frontier  moved  westward,  officials 
designated  as  chief  deputy  surveyors  were  appointed  for  the  western 
districts.  These  districts  eventually  became  administratively  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  Surveyor  General  and  the  chief  deputy  surveyors  became  known 
as  surveyors  general  also.  Eventually  there  was  a  surveyor  general  for 
almost  every  state  or  territory  in  which  public  lands  were  located.  Not 
until  1836  (5  Stat.  107)  were  the  surveyors  general  placed  fully  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  first  local  land  offices  were  authorized  by  an  act  of  May  10, 
1800  (2  Stat.  73).  As  the  frontier  moved  westward  and  new  areas  were 
opened  for  settlement,  additional  land  offices  were  established,  each 
having  authority  over  land  entries  in  a  specified  area.  A  land  office 
normally  was  staffed  by  two  officials:  a  Register,  who  received  land 
entry  applications  and  recorded  them  in  the  tract  books,  and  a  Receiver, 
who  received  payments  for  land  and  kept  records  of  the  receipts.  Each 
officer  submitted  reports,  usually  monthly,  of  the  land  office's  activi¬ 
ties.  This  system  remained  essentially  unchanged  until  1946,  when  the 
postiton  of  register  was  abolished  and  the  functions  of  the  two  offices 
were  merged. 

A  primary  responsibility  of  the  surveyors  general,  in  addition  to 
letting  survey  contracts,  was  the  examination  and  certification  of  the 
survey  plats  and  field  notes  of  surveys.  After  certification,  a  tripli¬ 
cate  copy  of  the  plat  was  filed  in  the  appropriate  land  office  for  use  in 
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making  land  entries.  In  1879  and  1881  regulations  were  issued  that 
transferred  this  examination  authority  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  although  the  records  indicate  that  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Utah,  at  least,  continued  to  perform  that  function. 

Prior  to  1910  surveys  normally  were  made  by  deputy  surveyors  under  a 
contract  system.  An  act  of  June  25  of  that  year  (36  Stat.  676)  provided 
for  surveys  to  be  made  by  surveyors  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  thus  ending  the  contract  system.  Surveys  made  under  the  new 
system  are  referred  to  as  "group  surveys." 

At  about  the  same  time  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  Surveys  was 
established  in  Denver  to  oversee  the  actual  field  work  of  surveying  (36 
Stat.  1363).  Each  of  the  ten  surveying  districts  that  were  established 
at  the  time  was  under  the  direction  of  an  assistant  supervisor  or  an 
associate  supervisor.  Most  of  the  office  work  continued  to  be  handled  by 
the  surveyors  general,  who  issued  special  survey  instructions,  prepared 
plats,  handled  survey  monies,  and  acted  as  custodians  of  the  survey 
records.  This  division  of  the  survey  functions  continued  until  July  1, 
1925,  when  the  office  of  surveyor  general  was  abolished  and  all  surveying 
duties  were  given  to  the  Supervisor  of  Surveys  (43  Stat.  1141).- 

The  office  of  Surveyor  General  of  Utah  was  created  by  an  act  of 
February  21,  1855  (10  Stat.  611).  That  official  had  responsibility  for 
surveys  in  present-day  Nevada  as  well  until  July  1861. 

By  an  act  of  March  14,  1862  (12  Stat.  355),  the  office  of  Surveyor 
General  of  Utah  was  combined  with  that  of  Colorado.  The  "effects  and 
archives"  of  the  Utah  office  were  transferred  to  Denver  and  the  land 
surveys  for  both  territories  were  administered  from  there  from  July  1, 
1862,  until  the  Utah  office  was  re-established  by  an  act  of  July  16,  1868 
(15  Stat.  91).  The  plats,  field  notes,  contracts,  and  similar  records 
relating  to  surveys  in  Utah  during  that  period  were  transferred  to  Salt 
Lake  City  but  the  Utah-related  correspondence  was  retained  in  Denver. 

The  records  described  in  this  inventory  are  those  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management-Utah  that  were  held  by  the  Archives  Branch,  Denver 
Federal  Archives  and  Records  Center,  on  May  1,  1979.  They  amount  to  390 
cubic  feet  and  are  part  of  Record  Group  49,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

Related  records  held  by  the  Denver  archives  branch  include  tract 
books  and  abstract  books  similar  to  the  records  described  in  entries 
20-37  for  Arizona,  Colorado,  Montana,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  and  South 
Dakota;  land  entry  records  similar  to  those  described  in  entries  37-40 
for  most  of  those  states  and  Wyoming;  correspondence  of  surveyors  general 
of  Colorado  (1861-1934),  Montana  (1867-94),  and  Wyoming  (1870-1908);  and 
correspondence  of  the  Supervisor  of  Surveys  (1910-46).  The  correspond¬ 
ence  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Colorado  for  the  period  1862-68  contains 
material  relating  to  Utah. 
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Duplicate  copies  of  many  of  the  track  books  and  abstract  books 
described  in  this  inventory  are  held  by  the  General  Archives  Division  of 
the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  That  division  also  holds  the 
records  of  all  land  entries  in  Utah  on  which  action  was  completed  before 
July  1,  1908,  and  for  eitries  that  were  patented  after  that  date.  Also 
in  that  division  are  nane  indexes  that  list  Utah  land  entrymen. 


SURVEYOR  GENERAL'S  CORRESPONDENCE 


The  Surveyor  General's  correspondence  consists  of  letters  received 
and  copies  of  letters  sent.  The  main  series  of  letters  sent  extended 
from  November  1875  to  December  1889.  From  the  latter  date  until  1915  the 
letters  sent  were  divided  into  two  series  designated  "Office"  and 
"Washington."  The  "Office"  correspondence  included  many  letters  to  the 
General  Land  Office  but  also  included  correspondence  to  other  indivi¬ 
duals,  while  the  "Washington"  series  contained  exclusively  correspondence 
to  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  correspondence  received  had  a  somewhat  more  complex  filing 
history.  The  first  series  extended  from  April  1855  to  May  1889,  and 
included  all  types  of  correspondence  received  until  February  1874,  when  a 
parallel  series  of  "Office"  correspondence  was  established.  After  that 
date  the  original  series  contained  primarily  correspondence  from  the 
General  Land  Office.  The  "Office"  file  lasted  in  its  original  form  until 
January  1889,  when  it  was  apparently  re-absorbed  into  the  general  corres¬ 
pondence  received.  In  May  1889  all  correspondence  received  was  divided 
into  "Office"  and  "Washington"  letters.  The  latter  was,  beginning  in 
July  1910,  divided  into  "Agriculture,"  Mineral,"  and  "Accounts." 

As  with  the  letters  sent,  the  "Office"  series  contains  some  letters 
from  the  General  Land  Office  but  is  primarily  letters  from  other  sources. 
The  "Washington"  letters  are  almost  exclusively  from  the  General  Land 
Office  or  the  Treasury  Department. 

There  is  generally  a  gap  in  the  correspondence  for  the  period 
1862-68,  during  which  time  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  of  Utah  was 
combined  with  its  counterpart  for  Colorado  and  the  region  was  adminis¬ 
tered  from  Denver. 


1.  "LETTERS  TO  DEPUTY  SURVEYORS."  May  1874-January  1876.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  chronologically. 

Manuscript  copies  of  letters  sent  by  Surveyor  General  Nathan 
Kimball,  primarily  to  deputy  surveyors,  giving  instructions  for  surveys 
on  which  they  were  working,  interpreting  regulations,  explaining  errors 
in  surveys,  appointing  individuals  as  deputy  surveyors,  and  discussing 
other  surveying  activities. 
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Copies  of  other  letters  sent  by  Kimball  are  described  in  entry  2. 
Other  letters  to  deputy  surveyors  are  among  those  described  in  entries  3 
and  4. 


2.  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  KIMBALL'S  RECORD  OF  LETTERS  SENT.  November  1875- 
January  1878.  1  vol.,  2  in. 


Arranged  chronologically. 

Manuscript  copies  of  letters  sent  by  Kimball  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  railroad  land  agents,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  banks,  other  surveyors  general,  and  private  citizens.  Included 
are  letters  transmitting  certificates  of  deposit,  letters  transmitting 
deputy  surveyors'  accounts,  estimates  of  survey  costs,  lists  of  township 
plats  filed,  letters  of  instructions  to  deputy  surveyors,  and  "memoran¬ 
dums  to  the  file"  by  the  chief  clerk  concerning  the  Surveyor  General's 
action  on  certain  claims. 

Press  copies  of  these  letters  are  in  the  "Washington  and  Office" 
letters  described  in  entry  3.  Kimball's  letters  to  deputy  surveyors  are 
described  in  entry  1.  Similar  letters  sent  are  described  in  entries  3-5. 


3.  LETTERS  SENT  —  "WASHINGTON  AND  OFFICE."  November  1875-December 
1889 .  7  vols. ,  1  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically  with  an  alphabetical  subject  and  name  index 
in  each  volume. 

Press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  concerning  general  administrative 
matters  and  survey  contracts,  to  banks  concerning  office  accounts,  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  concerning  surveyors'  bonds  posted,  to  deputy 
surveyors  notifying  them  of  appointments,  and  to  private  citizens. 

Press  copies  of  Surveyor  General  Kimball's  letters  that  are 
described  in  entry  2  are  in  this  series.  See  the  "Office"  letters  sent 
(described  in  entry  4)  and  the  "Washington"  letters  sent  (described  in 
entry  5)  for  continuations  of  this  series. 


4.  LETTERS  SENT  —  "OFFICE."  January  1890-December  1915.  56  vols. 

(Nos.  8-63),  10  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically.  Most  volumes  have  an  alphabetical  name 
index  included. 
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Press  and  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  concerning  general  administrative  matters,  to  deputy 
surveyors  concerning  surveys,  to  other  surveyors  general,  to  railroad 
land  agents,  to  mineral  claimants  notifying  them  that  the  survey  of  their 
claim  had  been  approved,  and  to  private  individuals  in  reply  to  inquires. 

This  is  a  continuation  of  the  "Office"  letters  sent  described  in 
entry  3.  The  letters  to  the  Commissioner  in  this  series  are  similar  to 
those  described  in  entry  5. 


5.  LETTERS  SENT  —  "WASHINGTON."  May  1889-May  1915.  24  vols., 

4  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically.  Some  volumes  also  have  an  alphabetical 
subject  index. 

Press  and  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Surveyor  General  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Included  are  letters  trans¬ 
mitting  survey  records;  requests  for  appropriations;  estimates  of  costs 
of  surveying  railroad  lands;  invitations  for  survey  bids;  and  letters 
concerning  all  aspects  of  office  operation,  such  as  personnel,  salaries, 
and  physical  facilities. 

This  is  a  continuation  of  the  "Washington"  letters  sent  described  in 
entry  3.  See  the  letters  sent  described  in  entry  4  for  additional 
correspondence  to  the  Commissioner. 


CORRESPONDENCE  RECEIVED 


6.  GENERAL  LETTERS  RECEIVED.  April  1855-May  1889.  20  vols., 

4  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  receipt  and  numbered  serially 
within  each  volume.  Beginning  in  November  1885,  the  letters  are  arranged 
by  subject  (Office,  Land,  and  Mining)  and  thereunder  chronological ly  by 
date  of  receipt.  Most  volumes  are  indexed  alphabetically  by  subject  or 
name  of  correspondent. 

Letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  concerning 
surveys  and  general  administrative  matters,  from  the  Assistant  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  concerning  appropriations  for  surveys  and  other 
expenses,  from  railroad  land  agents  concerning  surveys  of  lands  granted 
to  railroads,  from  local  government  officials,  and  from  private  citizens. 
Also  included  are  notices  of  patents  issued  and  occasional  General  Land 
Office  circulars. 
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After  February  1874,  when  a  separate  category  of  "Office"  letters 
received  was  established  (described  in  entry  7),  this  series  contained 
primarily  letters  from  the  Commissioner.  The  Commissioner's  letters  are 
continued  in  the  "Washington"  letters  described  in  entry  8. 


7.  LETTERS  RECEIVED  ~  "OFFICE."  February  1874-July  1914. 
75  vols.,  18  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  receipt.  Unidexed. 

Letters  received  primarily  from  private  individuals  concerning  sur¬ 
veys  of  their  claims,  from  railroads'  land  agents  and  other  corporations, 
and  from  deputy  surveyors. 

Letters  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
for  this  period  are  among  the  general  letters  received  and  the  letters 
received  from  Washington,  described  in  entries  6  and  8,  respectively. 


8.  LETTERS  RECEIVED  -  "WASHINGTON."  May  1889-September  1914.  50 

vols.,  10  ft. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  receipt.  Most  volumes  have  an 
alphabetical  index.  After  July  1910,  these  letters  were  arranged  by 
subject  category  (Mineral,  Agricultural,  and  Accounts)  and  thereunder 
filed  chronologically  by  date  of  receipt. 

Letters  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
concerning  surveys,  salaries,  contracts  and  bonds,  and  office  facili¬ 
ties.  Also  included  are  departmental  circulars  and  form  letters  from  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  concerning  the  Surveyor  General's  accounts 
and  the  surveying  accounts  of  deputy  surveyors. 

Earlier  letters  received  from  the  Commissioner  are  described  in  entry  6. 


RECORDS  CONCERNING  SURVEYS  AND  ACCOUNTS 

9.  ACCOUNTS  LEDGER.  1855-71.  1  vol.,  2  in. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  account. 
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Quarterly  accounts  listing  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  the 
Surveyor  General's  office  for  various  specified  purposes,  such  as  office 
supplies,  salaries,  rent,  and  surveying  expenses;  and  the  amounts 
received  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  There  is  a  gap  for  the 
period  1862-68  while  the  Utah  Surveyor  General's  office  was  consolidated 
with  the  one  in  Denver. 


10.  CONTRACTS,  BONDS,  AND  INSTRUCTIONS.  August  1855-June  1910.  11 

vols.,  3  ft. 


Arranged  numerically  by  contract  number.  Contracts  1-321. 

Contracts,  on  printed  forms,  between  the  Surveyor  General  and  deputy 
surveyors  for  the  surveying  of  specified  areas;  bonds  posted  by  the 
deputy  surveyors  for  acceptable  performance;  and  any  instructions  issued 
to  the  deputy  surveyor.  Information  given  includes  a  description  of  the 
area  to  be  surveyed,  the  expected  completion  date,  and  the  amount  of  pay¬ 
ment.  The  bonds,  also  on  printed  forms,  give  the  amount  of  the  bond  and 
the  names  of  sureties.  Some  contract  files  include  small  plats  of  the 
area  to  be  surveyed.  Most  contracts  after  about  1885  include  detailed 
special  instructions  as  well  as  printed  general  instructions  and  have 
reports  from  the  deputy  surveyor  on  the  progress  of  the  survey. 

Additional  information  about  contracts  158-321  is  included  among  the 
records  described  in  entry  11. 


11.  RECORD  OF  SURVEY  WORK.  1  vol . ,  1  in. 


Arranged  generally  numerically  by  contract  number.  Contracts 
158-321,  group  surveys'  1-305. 

Ledger  kept  by  the  Surveyor  General's  office  to  show  the  status  of 
survey  contracts  at  any  time  before  completion.  Information  given 
includes  the  contract  number;  date  of  contract;  surveyor;  and  the  various 
steps  taken,  ending  with  the  filing  of  the  completed  plat  in  the  land 
office. 


12.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MINERAL  SURVEYS.  1875-1913.  256  vols., 

56  ft. 


Early  mineral  applications  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  mineral 
district  and  thereunder  numerically  by  lot  number,  beginning  with  lot  37 
in  each  district.  About  1896  this  changed  to  arrangement  by  survey 
number  assigned  serially  without  regard  for  mineral  district. 
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Included  may  be  applications  by  mineral  claimants  for  surveys  of 
their  claims,  notices  of  location,  affidavits  of  improvements,  plats 
(after  ca.  1887),  copies  of  field  notes  of  the  survey,  and  the  Surveyor 
General's  certification  of  the  accuracy  of  the  field  notes  and  plats. 

After  ca.  1885  printed  forms  were  used  in  recording  most  of  this 
i nf ormati on. 


13.  ORDERS  FOR  MINERAL  SURVEYS.  1876-79,  1895-1911.  11  vols., 

1  ft. 


The  first  volume  is  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  survey 
order;  the  other  volumes  are  arranged  numerically  by  survey  number. 

Manuscript  and  press  copies  of  orders  issued  by  the  Surveyor  General 
to  deputy  surveyors  directing  them  to  survey  specified  mineral  claims. 
Information  given  includes  the  name  of  the  applicant  for  the  survey,  date 
of  application,  name  of  claim  and  date  claim  was  filed,  and  survey  num¬ 
ber.  These  are  printed  forms,  many  of  which  are  annotated  with  special 
instructions  for  the  specified  survey. 

The  mineral  survey  plats  described  in  entry  15  were  created  on 
authority  of  these  orders.  The  applications  for  surveys  described  in 
entry  12  resulted  in  the  issuance  of  these  orders. 


14.  RECORD  OF  MINING  CLAIMS  SURVEYED  FOR  PATENT.  November  1885-April 
1894.  1  vol.,  2  in. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  application  for  survey. 

Ledger  giving  name  of  applicant  for  survey;  name  of  lode;  mining 
district;  lot  number;  date  of  survey  order;  name  of  surveyor;  and  dates 
the  survey  was  made,  filed,  and  approved. 


15.  MINERAL  SURVEY  PLATS,  ca.  1870-1950.  154  vols.,  39  ft. 


Early  plats  are  arranged  by  mineral  district  and  thereunder  numeri¬ 
cally  by  survey  number.  Later  plats  (after  about  1890)  are  arranged 
serially  by  survey  number  without  regard  to  mineral  district,  beginning 
with  survey  number  2940. 

These  12"  x  18"  plats  were  drawn  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office 
from  original  survey  field  notes.  Information  given  normally  includes 
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the  survey  number  or  lot  number,  name  of  claim  and  claimant,  mineral 
district  and  county,  name  of  surveyor,  date  of  survey,  area  of  claim,  a 
certification  of  the  value  of  improvements,  and  the  date  of  the  plat. 
The  metes  and  bounds  of  the  claim  are  given  on  the  plat  and  shafts  and 
buildings  are  located.  The  earlier  plats  have  terrain  features  drawn 
in.  Many  are  annotated  with  the  date  of  patent. 

The  surveys  upon  which  these  plats  were  based  were  authorized  by  the 
survey  orders  described  in  entry  13. 


16.  "MINING  CLAIMS  RECORD."  July  1887-March  1900.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  generally  chronologically  by  the  date  the  field  notes  were 
filed. 

Forms  kept  by  the  Surveyor  General's  office  apparently  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  documenting  the  examination  of  mineral  claims  by  deputy  mineral 
surveyors.  These  include  the  name  of  the  claim  and  the  mining  district, 
the  lot  number,  dates  correspondence  was  received  concerning  the  claim, 
the  date  the  examination  was  made,  and  the  date  the  field  notes  were 
approved. 

The  correspondence  cited  is  found  among  the  letters  described  in 
entries  4,  6,  and  7. 


17.  "PLACER  REPORTS."  January  1888-May  1893.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  report. 

Reports  by  deputy  mineral  surveyors  of  examinations  made  various 
mineral  claims  under  the  provisions  of  General  Land  Office  Circular  "N" 
of  September  23,  1882.  Normally  included  are  the  application  by  the 
claimant  for  the  examination,  copies  of  the  original  claim  documents,  the 
Surveyor  General's  order  to  the  deputy  surveyor  to  make  the  examination, 
the  report  describing  the  claim,  and  affidavits  of  witnesses  concerning 
work  done  on  the  claim,  and  occasional  cerificates  of  assay. 

The  deputy  surveyor's  reports  are  fairly  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  geology  of  the  placer  claim  and  the  improvements  made.  Occasional 
plats  are  included,  such  as  one,  ca.  1889,  of  Ogden  and  environs. 


18.  SURVEY  DOCKET  ("PROCEDURE  RELATING  TO  AGRICULTURAL  CONTRACTS"). 
1887-1900.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  numerically  by  contract  number.  Contracts  158-231. 
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Record  of  action  taken  in  the  course  of  fulfilling  the  terms  of 
various  survey  contracts.  Information  given  includes  the  contract 
number,  the  area  surveyed,  name  of  surveyor,  date  contract  was  approved, 
dates  the  field  notes  and  plat  were  filed,  and  the  date  the  survey  was 
approved.  Also  included  is  a  calendar  of  correspondence  concerning  the 
contract.  The  correspondence  referred  to  is  included  among  the  records 
described  in  entries  4,  5,  and  7. 


19.  NOTICES  OF  MINERAL  PATENTS  ISSUED.  September  1914-May  1919.  1  in. 


Arranged  chronologically. 

Letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the 
Surveyor  General  reporting  the  issuance  of  mineral  patents  for  Utah 
mineral  claims.  Some  earlier  notices  of  this  type  are  in  the  correspond¬ 
ence  received  described  in  entry  6. 


RECORDS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICES 


There  were  three  land  offices  established  in  Utah:  Salt  Lake  City, 
which  was  authorized  by  an  act  of  July  16,  1868,  and  was  established  the 
following  year;  Beaver  City,  which  was  in  operation  from  about  June  1876 
to  August  1877;  and  Vernal,  which  operated  from  1905  to  1927.  Salt  Lake 
City  was  by  far  was  the  most  active  of  the  three,  issuing  over  8,000 
homestead  final  certificates  and  recording  almost  5,000  cash  entries. 
Beaver  City  recorded  only  9  cash  entries  and  issued  16  homestead  final 
certificates.  Vernal  recorded  83  cash  entries  and  18  homestead  final 
certificates  in  addition  to  cash  entries,  homesteads,  and  town  lot  pur¬ 
chases  on  that  part  of  the  Uintah  Indian  Reservation  that  was  opened  to 
entry  by  the  act  of  May  24,  1888  (25  Stat.  157).  A  small  number  of  the 
Uintah  entries  were  recorded  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  office. 

No  records  of  the  Beaver  City  Land  Office  have  been  found  among  the 
holdings  of  the  Denver  Regional  Archives  Branch. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  LAND  OFFICE 


20.  REGISTERS  OF  CASH  ENTRIES.  March  1869-June  1908.  2  vols., 

4  in. 


Arranged  by  entry  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order  by 
date  of  entry.  Certificates  1-4806. 
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Listing  kept  by  the  Register  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  Land  Office  of 
certificates  issued  to  individuals  who  purchased  public  land.  Informa¬ 
tion  recorded  includes  the  date  of  entry,  certificate  number,  name  and 
address  of  purchaser,  legal  description  of  the  land,  rate  per  acre,  cash 
or  land  warrant  received  in  payment,  and  the  date  the  patent  was  received 
from  the  General  Land  Office. 

Volume  2  includes  certificates  1-16  (November  1889-May  1908)  of 
Uintah  Cash  Entries,  Uintah  Special  Meridian,  made  by  authority  of  the 
act  of  May  24,  1888. 


21.  ABSTRACT  OF  DECLARATORY  STATEMENTS.  November  1874-July  1885.  1 

vol.,  2  in. 


Arranged  by  declaratory  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological 
order  by  date  of  statement.  Statements  4549-9597;  the  earlier  statements 
were  not  located. 

Settlers  in  areas  that  had  not  been  surveyed  or  that  had  been  sur¬ 
veyed  but  not  officially  opened  for  settlement  could  use  declaratory 
statements  to  give  notice  that  they  intended  to  purchase  or  homestead  the 
land  they  were  on  as  soon  as  permitted  to  do  so.  These  declaratory 
statements,  which  were  filed  at  the  nearest  land  office,  gave  the  settler 
pre-emptive  rights  to  the  land  for  60-180  days,  although  in  practice  the 
land  office  might  recognize  the  rights  for  a  longer  period.  In  an  effort 
to  increase  white  population,  the  government  apparently  encouraged  the 
use  of  declaratory  statements  in  unsurveyed  areas  in  which  there  were 
problems  with  Indians. 

In  most  cases  the  declaratory  statement  was  simply  recorded  in  the 
land  office's  tract  books  or  abstract  books  and  no  documentation  will  be 
found  in  the  land  entry  case  file. 

Listing  of  statements  filed  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  Land  Office  by 
individuals  declaring  their  intention  to  acquire  specified  land.  Infor¬ 
mation  given  includes  the  date  the  statement  was  filed,  the  date  of 
actual  settlement,  the  name  of  the  entryman,  and  the  legal  description  of 
the  land.  Intermingled  among  these  are  coal  land  declaratory  statements 
69-707. 


22.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  April  1869-July  1908.  4  vols., 

10  in. 


Arranged  by  application  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological 
order  by  date  of  entry.  Applications  1-17168.  Volume  2  contains  appli¬ 
cations  1-5  (January  1877-May  1878)  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Homesteads 
made  under  the  act  of  June  8,  1872.  The  fourth  volume  duplicates  the 
information  for  applications  1-1052  in  volume  one. 
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For  those  entries  for  which  no  declaratory  statement  had  been  made, 
filing  the  application  was  the  first  step  in  the  homestead  process. 
Documents  created  later  were  filed  together  under  the  application  number 
until  the  final  certificate  was  issued,  at  which  time  the  case  file  was 
given  the  final  certificate  number. 

Information  recorded  by  the  Register  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  Land 
Office  concerning  each  entry  includes  the  application  number  and  date, 
the  legal  description  of  the  land,  name  and  address  of  claimant,  fees 
paid,  number  and  date  of  final  certificate  if  one  was  issued,  and  date  of 
cancelation  or  relinquishment  if  relevant. 

The  tract  books  described  in  entry  35  contain  basically  the  same 
information  for  homestead  claims  as  do  these  registers.  A  similar 
register  is  described  in  entry  23. 


23.  REGISTER  OF  HOMESTEAD  FINAL  RECEIPTS.  May  1891-June  1906.  1 

volume,  3  inches. 


Arranged  by  receipt  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order 
by  date  of  issue.  Receipts  4539-7978;  no  register  of  earlier  receipts 
was  located. 

Listing  of  receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  for  fees  received  from 
homestead  entrymen.  Information  recorded  includes  the  receipt  number  and 
date,  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
entrymen,  the  homestead  application  number,  and  the  amount  received. 

There  are  monthly  tallies  of  fees  received  and  acreage  entered. 

Registers  of  homestead  applications  are  described  in  entry  22. 


24.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  RECEIPTS.  January  1886-September  1886. 
1  vol . ,  1  in. 


Arranged  by  receipt  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order 
by  date  of  issue.  Receipts  2174-2386. 

Listing  of  receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  for  money  received  as  a 
result  of  entries  made  under  the  Timber  Culture  Act  of  March  3,  1873  (17 
Stat.  605).  The  information  given  includes  the  name,  date  and  amount  of 
receipt;  the  name  and  residence  of  the  entryman;  and  the  legal  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  land. 

Those  entries  for  which  final  certificates  (and  eventually  patents) 
were  issued  are  listed  in  the  register  of  final  certificates  described  in 
entry  25. 
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25.  REGISTER  OF  TIMBER  CULTURE  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  March  1885-January 
1915.  1  vol.,  2  in. 


Arranged  by  final  certificate  number  assigned  serially  in  chronolog¬ 
ical  order  by  date  of  issue.  Certificates  1-138. 

Record  of  final  certificates  issued  by  the  Register  for  claims  made 
under  the  Timber  Culture  Act.  By  issuing  those  documents  the  Register 
certified  to  the  General  Land  Office  in  Washington,  DC  that  the  entryman 
had  met  all  the  requirements  for  the  issuance  of  a  patent  for  his  claim. 
After  a  final  certificate  was  issued  the  entry  records  were  filed  under 
the  number  of  the  certificate. 

Information  recorded  includes  the  certificate  number  and  date 
issued,  legal  description  of  the  land,  and  the  name  and  residence  of 
entryman.  The  date  of  patent  is  given  for  most  entries. 

Receipts  issued  for  money  paid  on  timber  culture  claims  are 
described  in  entry  24. 


26.  ABSTRACT  OF  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  SCRIP  ENTRIES.  October  1870-June 
1880.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  by  entry  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order  by 
date  of  entry. 

Register's  monthly  abstract  of  entries  made  using  agricultural 
college  scrip  issued  under  the  act  of  July  2,  1862  (Morrill  Act,  12  Stat. 
503).  The  abstract  lists  the  scrip  number,  the  date  the  scrip  was  issued, 
by  which  state,  the  legal  description  of  the  land  claimed,  the  date  of 
the  claim,  and  the  name  of  the  claimant. 


27.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  ENTRIES.  March  1877-June  1908. 
3  vols.,  5  in. 


Arranged  numerically  by  entry  number  assigned  serially  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order  by  date  of  entry.  Entries  1-5679. 

Register's  record  of  entries  made  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  Land  Office 
under  the  Desert  Land  Act  of  March  3,  1877  (19  Stat.  377).  Information 
given  includes  the  date  of  entry,  entry  number,  name  and  residence  of 
entryman,  money  received,  and  an  indication  of  the  disposition  of  the 
claim  -  whether  canceled  or  patented. 

Those  entries  for  which  final  certificates  (and  eventually  patents) 
were  issued  are  listed  in  the  abstract  of  final  certificates  described  in 
entry  28. 
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28.  ABSTRACT  OF  DESERT  LAND  FINAL  CERTIFICATES.  June  1877-June  1908. 
vols.,  4  in. 


2 


Arranged  by  final  certificate  number  assigned  serially  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order  by  date  of  issue.  Certificates  1-1574. 

Listing  of  final  certificates  issued  by  the  Register  for  claims  made 
under  the  Desert  Land  Act.  Information  given  includes  the  number  and 
date  of  the  final  certificate,  the  number  of  the  initial  entry,  name  and 
residence  of  entryman,  legal  description  of  the  land,  the  price  per  acre, 
and  the  total  purchase  price.  The  date  of  patent  is  given  for  most 
entries. 

Desert  land  entries,  including  many  for  which  no  final  certificate 
was  issued,  are  listed  in  the  abstracts  described  in  entry  27. 


29.  ABSTRACT  OF  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANT  AND  SCRIP  LOCATIONS.  Ca. 
1869-1907.  1  vol . ,  3  in. 


Arranged  by  category  of  warrant  or  scrip  and  thereunder  by  entry 
number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order  by  date  of  entry. 


Military  Bounty  Land  Warrant  Locations.  March  1869-April  1897. 
Entries  1-148. 


Military  bounty  land  warrants  were  issued  to  soldiers  or  their 
survivors  for  military  service.  Most  warrants  were  transf errable  and 
could  be  used  to  acquire  a  specified  amount  of  land  at  any  land  office. 
Information  in  the  abstract  includes  the  warrant  number,  the  date  of 
issue,  to  whom  issued,  legal  description  of  the  land  claimed,  the  date  of 
the  location,  and  by  whom  located. 


The  issuance  of  land  scrip  was  authorized  by  Congress  from  time  to 
time  to  satisfy  the  terms  of  Indian  treaties,  as  reimbursement  in 
response  to  court  decisions  to  individuals  who  had  lost  their  lands,  and 
for  other  reasons.  Their  use  was  similar  to  that  of  bounty  land  warrants, 
although  scrip  entries  normally  were  restricted  to  a  specified  area. 


The  listings  for  the  various  scrip  locations  are  basically  similar 
and  include  the  scrip  number,  the  date  of  issue,  to  whom  issued,  the 
legal  description  of  the  land  located,  the  date  of  location,  and  by  whom 
located. 

Abstract  of  Sioux  Half  Breed  Scrip,  n.d.  Entries  1-3.  10  Stat.  304. 


Abstract  of  Chippewa  Scrip,  n.d.  Entries  1-5.  10  Stat.  1109. 


Abstract  of  Valentine  Scrip.  December  1900-May  1907.  Entries  1-3. 
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VERNAL  LAND  OFFICE 


30.  SCHEDULE  OF  ALLOTMENTS  TO  UINTAH  AND  WHITE  RIVER  UTE  INDIANS  OF  THE 
UINTAH  RESERVATION.  1905.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  numerically  by  allotment  number.  Allotments  1-783. 

An  "abridged  copy"  of  a  schedule  of  lands  alloted  to  individual 
Indians,  recorded  at  the  Vernal  Land  Office.  Information  given  includes 
the  allotment  number  and  the  sex,  age,  Indian  name  and  English  name  of 
allottees. 

These  allotments  were  made  under  authority  of  the  Dawes  Act  (24 
Stat.  388).  Similar  allotments  are  listed  in  the  schedule  described  in 
entry  31. 


31.  SCHEDULE  OF  ALLOTMENTS  TO  UNCOMP AHGRE  UTE  INDIANS  OF  THE  UINTAH 
RESERVATION  AND  ADJACENT  LANDS.  1897-98,  1905.  1  vol.,  1  in. 


Arranged  numerically  by  allotment  number.  Allotments  1-591. 

This  volume  gives  the  same  categories  of  information  as  the  schedule 
described  in  entry  31,  and  was  created  by  authority  of  the  same  act. 


32.  TOWNSITE  TRACT  BOOKS.  October  1905-July  1950.  4  vols.,  7  in. 

Arranged  by  townsite,  thereunder  by  block  number  and  thereunder  by 
lot  number. 

Record  of  town  lots  purchased  in  four  Utah  townsites.  In  addition 
to  the  block  and  lot  numbers,  the  tract  books  show  the  area  of  the  lot, 
its  valuation,  whether  purchased  at  public  or  private  sale,  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  purchaser,  the  date  of  sale,  and  the  date  patented. 

Townsite  of  Myton.  October  1905 -September  1920 

Townsite  of  Duchesne.  July  1906-August  1929 

Townsite  of  Randlett.  July  1906-December  1919 

Townsite  of  Boulder.  Ca.  September  1940-July  1950 
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Similar  information  for  these  townsites  is  given  in  the  abstract 
described  in  entry  34. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  AND  VERNAL  LAND  OFFICES 

! 


33.  REGISTERS  OF  HOMESTEAD  ENTRIES.  April  1879-June  1908. 
1  vol.,  3  in. 


Arranged  by  land  office  and  thereunder  by  homestead  application 
number  assigned  serially  in  chronological  order  by  date  of  application. 
Salt  Lake  City  application  4186-16200  (April  1879-June  1905);  Vernal 
applications  1-32  (July  1905-June  1908);  Vernal  Uintah  Indian  Series 
applications  1-2496  (August  1905-June  1908). 

Listing  made  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  or  Vernal  land  offices.  Informa¬ 
tion  given  Includes  the  application  number  and  date,  the  legal  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  land,  and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant.  The  final 
certificate  number  or  date  of  cancelation  is  given  for  most  entries. 


34.  ABSTRACT  OF  LANDS  SOLD.  Ca.  1879-1916.  1  vol.,  3  in. 


Arranged  by  category  of  cash  entry  and  thereunder  by  receipt  number. 


Lists  of  various  types  of  cash  entries  made  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Vernal  land  offices.  The  information  given  for  most  categories  includes 
the  date  of  sale,  receipt  number,  name  and  residence  of  purchaser,  legal 
description  of  the  land,  purchase  price,  and  date  of  patent  if  patented. 
There  are  monthly  totals  of  acreage  sold  and  money  received  for  most 
categories.  The  abstracts  of  town  lots  sold  include,  in  addition,  the 
lot  and  block  numbers  and  the  size  of  the  lot.  The  Uintah  cash  entries 
were  made  under  the  acts  of  May  24,  1888;  May  27,  1902;  and  March  3,  1905. 


Unitah  Cash  Entries--Vernal :  July  1905-June  1916.  Entries  1-121. 

Unitah  Cash  Entries--Sal t  Lake  City:  November  1899-May  1905. 
Entries  1-16. 

Coal  Lands  Sold--Salt  Lake  City:  February  1881-June  1886.  Entries 
20,  75. 

Coal  Lands  Sold--Vernal :  November  1907-March  1908.  Entries  1-4. 
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Coal  Land  Sold--Unitah  Indian  Series — Vernal:  November  1906-  March 
1916.  Entries  1-17. 

Myton  Town  Lots  Sold--Vernal :  October  1905-February  1916.  Entries 
1-382. 


Duchesne  Town  Lots  Sold--Vernal :  July  1906-April  1908.  Entries 
1-337. 

Randlett  Town  Lots  Sold--Vernal :  July  1906-June  1908.  Entries  1-31. 

Fort  Thornburg  Military  Reservation  Land  Sold--Act  of  August  23, 

1894:  February  1908-December  1910.  Four  unnumbered  entries. 


35.  TRACT  BOOKS.  Ca.  1870-1950.  147  vols.,  37  ft. 


Arranged  by  legal  description  of  the  land  claimed. 

Record  kept  by  the  Registers  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  and  Vernal  land 
offices  to  document  entries  made  upon  public  land.  Information  given  in 
the  tract  books  normally  includes  the  legal  description  of  the  land,  name 
of  entryman,  the  acreage  involved,  the  date  of  entry,  the  application 
number,  and  the  final  certificate  number  if  patented.  The  date  of  the 
cancelation  or  relinquishment  is  usually  included  where  relevant. 


36.  TOWNSHIP  SURVEY  PLATS.  Ca.  1855-1960.  7  ft. 


Arranged  by  legal  description  of  the  townships  surveyed. 


•0°G 
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Copies  of  original  township  plats  (18"  x  22")  prepared  by  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Utah  and  used  by  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
land  offices  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  Vernal  in  recording  land  entries. 

Many  plats  show  terrain  features  and  some  show  vegetation  and  buildings. 
Many  have  homestead  or  other  entry  numbers  recorded  on  them. 


LAND  ENTRY  CASE  FILES 

37.  RECORDS  OF  TERMINATED  RIGHTS  OF  WAY.  Ca.  1910-1918.  8  ft. 


Arranged  by  application  numbers  assigned  serially  in  chronological 
order  by  date  of  application. 

Case  files  concerning  applications  for  rights  of  way  on  public  land 
for  such  activities  as  irrigation  canals  and  reservoirs.  These  applica¬ 
tions  were  initially  granted  but  were  late  cancelled. 
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A  case  file  may  include  correspondence  between  the  register  of  the 
local  land  office  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  of  irrigation  companies,  a  description  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  work,  maps,  and  the  application  for  right  of  way. 


38.  RECORDS  OF  CONTESTED  LAND  ENTRIES.  1908-27.  12  ft. 


Arranged  by  application  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological 
order. 

Documents  of  formal  proceedings  against  a  claim  or  entry  on  the 
grounds  that  it  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  public  land 
laws.  Included  are  land  entry  records,  briefs  of  contestants,  corres¬ 
pondence,  plats,  transcripts  of  testimony  in  hearings,  decisions  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  similar  documents. 


39.  RECORDS  OF  SERIALIZED  ALLOWED  LAND  ENTRIES— CANCELLED  OR  RELIN¬ 
QUISHED.  1908-27.  68  ft. 


Arranged  by  application  number  assigned  serially  in  chronological 
order. 

Documents  concerning  land  entries—primarily  homesteads—that  were 
canceled  or  relinquished  before  a  patent  was  issued.  Included  are  the 
application,  various  receipts  and  affidavits,  and  similar  documents 
created  during  the  process  of  "proving  up"  a  claim.  Most  files  include 
correspondence  between  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Land  Office  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  a 
relinquishment  or  notice  of  cancellation.  If  the  entry  was  contested, 
records  of  the  contest  will  be  included. 


40.  INDEMNITY  SELECTION  CASE  FILES.  1908-29.  39  ft. 
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Arranged  by  serial  number  assigned  by  the  local  land  office. 

Under  acts  such  as  that  of  June  20,  1910  (36  Stat.  557),  states  pre¬ 
pared  lists  of  lands  selected  as  indemnity  for  lands  lost  to  the  federal 
government.  These  are  records  of  lists  that  were  rejected.  Included  in 
a  typical  file,  in  addition  to  the  lists,  may  be  correspondence  between 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  Director  of  the 
Geological  Survey  concerning  the  mineral  resources  of  the  land,  corres¬ 
pondence  between  the  Commissioner  and  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
Salt  Lake  City  Land  Office,  a  certificate  that  the  state  had  not  encum¬ 
bered  the  title  to  the  land  it  was  losing,  and  a  notice  of  rejection 
stating  why  the  indemnity  selection  was  being  rejected. 
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